
Love HORROR Fiction? Try these titles... 
 

Pearl by Josh Malerman 

There’s something strange about Walter Kopple’s farm. At first it seems to be his grandson, who cruelly 
murders one of Walter’s pigs in an act of seemingly senseless violence. But then people in town begin to 
whisper that Walter’s grandson heard a voice commanding him to kill. 

And that the voice belongs to a most peculiar creature: the pig named Pearl. 

Walter is not sure what to believe. He knows he’s always been afraid of the strangely malevolent Pearl. But as 
madness and paranoia grip the town and the townspeople descend on Walter’s farm with violent wrath, they 
begin to discover that true evil wears a human face. 

 

Road of Bones by Christopher Golden 

Kolyma Highway, otherwise known as the Road of Bones, is a 1200 mile stretch of Siberian road where winter 
temperatures can drop as low as sixty degrees below zero. Under Stalin, at least eighty Soviet gulags were 
built along the route to supply the USSR with a readily available workforce, and over time hundreds of 
thousands of prisoners died in the midst of their labors. Their bodies were buried where they fell, plowed under 
the permafrost, underneath the road. 

Felix Teigland, or "Teig," is a documentary producer, and when he learns about the Road of Bones, he realizes 
he's stumbled upon untapped potential. Accompanied by his camera operator, Teig hires a local Yakut guide to 
take them to Oymyakon, the coldest settlement on Earth. Teig is fascinated by the culture along the Road of 
Bones, and encounters strange characters on the way to the Oymyakon, but when the team arrives, they find 
the village mysteriously abandoned apart from a mysterious 9-year-old girl. Then, chaos ensues. 

A malignant, animistic shaman and the forest spirits he commands pursues them as they flee the abandoned 
town and barrel across miles of deserted permafrost. As the chase continues along this road paved with the 
suffering of angry ghosts, what form will the echoes of their anguish take? Teig and the others will have to find 
the answers if they want to survive the Road of Bones. 

 

The Return by Rachel Harrison 

An edgy and haunting debut novel about a group of friends who reunite after one of them has returned from a 
mysterious two-year disappearance. 

Julie is missing, and the missing don't often return. But Elise knows Julie better than anyone, and she feels in 
her bones that her best friend is out there, and that one day she'll come back. She's right. Two years to the day 
that Julie went missing, she reappears with no memory of where she's been or what happened to her. 

 

 



The Sun Down Motel by Simone St. James 

The secrets lurking in a rundown roadside motel ensnare a young woman, just as they did her aunt thirty-five 
years before, in this new atmospheric suspense novel from the national bestselling and award-winning author 
of The Broken Girls. 

Upstate NY, 1982. Every small town like Fell, New York, has a place like the Sun Down Motel. Some 
customers are from out of town, passing through on their way to someplace better. Some are locals, trying to 
hide their secrets. Viv Delaney works as the night clerk to pay for her move to New York City. But something 
isn't right at the Sun Down, and before long she's determined to uncover all of the secrets hidden… 

 

The Bird Eater by Ania Ahlborn 

Twenty years ago, the mysterious death of his aunt left Aaron Holbrook orphaned and alone. He abandoned 
his rural Arkansas hometown vowing never to return, until his seven-year-old son died in an accident, plunging 
Aaron into a nightmare of addiction and grief. Desperate to reclaim a piece of himself, he returns to the hills of 
his childhood, to Holbrook House, where he hopes to find peace among the memories of his youth. But solace 
doesn’t come easy. Someone—or something—has other plans. Like Aaron, Holbrook House is but a shell of 
what it once was, a target for vandals and ghost hunters who have nicknamed it “the devil’s den.” Aaron 
doesn’t believe in the paranormal—at least, not until a strange boy begins following him wherever he goes. 
Plagued by violent dreams and disturbing visions, Aaron begins to wonder if he’s losing his mind. But a 
festering darkness lurks at the heart of Holbrook House… a darkness that grins from within the shadows, 
delighting in Aaron’s sorrow, biding its time. 

 

A Head Full of Ghosts by Paul Tremblay 

The lives of the Barretts, a normal suburban New England family, are torn apart when fourteen-year-old 
Marjorie begins to display signs of acute schizophrenia. 

To her parents' despair, the doctors are unable to stop Marjorie's descent into madness. As their stable home 
devolves into a house of horrors, they reluctantly turn to a local Catholic priest for help. Father Wanderly 
suggests an exorcism; he believes the vulnerable teenager is the victim of demonic possession. He also 
contacts a production company that is eager to document the Barretts' plight. With John, Marjorie's father, out 
of work for more than a year and the medical bills looming, the family agrees to be filmed, and soon find 
themselves the unwitting stars of The Possession, a hit reality television show. When events in the Barrett 
household explode in tragedy, the show and the shocking incidents it captures become the stuff of urban 
legend. 

Fifteen years later, a bestselling writer interviews Marjorie's younger sister, Merry. As she recalls those long-
ago events that took place when she was just eight years old, long-buried secrets and painful memories that 
clash with what was broadcast on television begin to surface--and a mind-bending tale of psychological horror 
is unleashed, raising vexing questions about memory and reality, science and religion, and the very nature of 
evil. 

 

 



The Only Good Indians by Stephen Graham Jones 

Seamlessly blending classic horror and a dramatic narrative with sharp social commentary, The Only Good 
Indians follows four American Indian men after a disturbing event from their youth puts them in a desperate 
struggle for their lives. Tracked by an entity bent on revenge, these childhood friends are helpless as the 
culture and traditions they left behind catch up to them in a violent, vengeful way. 

 

The Night Strangers by Chris Bohjalian 

In a dusty corner of a basement in a rambling Victorian house in northern New Hampshire, a door has long 
been sealed shut with 39 six-inch-long carriage bolts.  

The home's new owners are Chip and Emily Linton and their twin ten-year-old daughters. Together they hope 
to rebuild their lives there after Chip, an airline pilot, has to ditch his 70-seat regional jet in Lake Champlain 
after double engine failure. Unlike the Miracle on the Hudson, however, most of the passengers aboard Flight 
1611 die on impact or drown. The body count? Thirty-nine – a coincidence not lost on Chip when he discovers 
the number of bolts in that basement door. Meanwhile, Emily finds herself wondering about the women in this 
sparsely populated White Mountain village – self-proclaimed herbalists – and their interest in her fifth-grade 
daughters. Are the women mad? Or is it her husband, in the wake of the tragedy, whose grip on sanity has 
become desperately tenuous?    

 

The Last House on Needless Street by Catriona Ward 

In a boarded-up house on a dead-end street at the edge of the wild Washington woods lives a family of three.  

A teenage girl who isn’t allowed outside, not after last time. 

A man who drinks alone in front of his TV, trying to ignore the gaps in his memory. 

And a house cat who loves napping and reading the Bible. 

An unspeakable secret binds them together, but when a new neighbor moves in next door, what is buried out 
among the birch trees may come back to haunt them all. 

 

From Below by Darcy Coates 

No light. No air. No escape. Hundreds of feet beneath the ocean's surface, a graveyard waits... 

Years ago, the SS Arcadia vanished without a trace during a routine voyage. Though a strange, garbled 
emergency message was broadcast, neither the ship nor any of its crew could be found. Sixty years later, its 
wreck has finally been discovered more than three hundred miles from its intended course...a silent graveyard 
deep beneath the ocean's surface, eagerly waiting for the first sign of life. 

Cove and her dive team have been granted permission to explore the Arcadia's rusting hull. Their purpose is 
straightforward: examine the wreck, film everything, and, if possible, uncover how and why the supposedly 
unsinkable ship vanished. 



But the Arcadia has not yet had its fill of death, and something dark and hungry watches from below. With 
limited oxygen and the ship slowly closing in around them, Cove and her team will have to fight their way free 
of the unspeakable horror now desperate to claim them. 

Because once they're trapped beneath the ocean's waves, there's no going back. 

 


